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Thank you for inviting me this evening. It is so good to see more and more people wanting to help their local environment get to a better condition.
ZCH was established early in 2016, and is aligned with Zero Carbon Britain and Zero Carbon Yorkshire. It brings together a group of residents from Harrogate District, a team of environmentally aware individuals who want to help make a difference for our community. Improving the quality of life by
supporting efforts to get to a net zero carbon economy. Global warming from burning fossil fuels is causing extreme weather events, and climate breakdown, we are reading much more about these days. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has stated that we have until about 2030 to keep
global warming within 1.5 degrees of pre-industrial levels. They very strongly recommend that threshold is not exceeded. We are in the make or break years, right now.

Christian Aid event, 11/12/2015 at
the time of COP21 in Paris.

Zero Carbon Harrogate had its origins in a Christian Aid event I organised at St Peter’s Church, Harrogate, at the time of the Paris climate change conference, COP21, in December 2015. For Christian Aid the climate crisis has risen to the top of their agenda, as it is the developing world that is feeling the
effects first, and more powerfully than rich nations like ours. The event was around the theme of the climate crisis, and included a screening of a recent documentary on the subject. The Qs and As after were chaired by the environmental for our diocese, Jemima Parker, and the turnout and response was
sufficient that in coming months Jemima set about creating a secular and apolitical climate breakdown group, Zero Carbon Harrogate.
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We have a growing membership of nearly 50, over 400 on our mailing list, we have since our start organised over 30 events, sharing information about aspects of the climate crisis. Members of the committee have areas that they are focusing on.

Hope for the future
Postcards from the
future, on website:
Providing a vision of
what is possible.
A better quality of
life for all, within
planetary
boundaries.
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From the outset our strategy has not been to not endlessly criticise the way things are, so that we do not come across as negative naysayers, “stop doing this, you can’t have that”. But to show that there is an alternative future, it is possible, life will be different than it is now, but the quality of life will be
better than it is now, for everybody. We have set out this vision in a series of postcards from the future, from the year 2035.

From this
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Humanity needs to get from this situation, where there are major overshoots on planetary boundaries, and shortfalls on social foundations……

To this
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To this, a circular economy in service to life, not endless growth, an economy which is regenerative and distributive, by design. Our planet has colossal wealth, this should be possible. A pipe dream? Perhaps, but I take the position that getting to this future is not only desirable, it is essential. The
alternative is more and more extreme weather events, as climate breakdown accelerates, with conflicts over resources, sparked by a deteriorating biosphere. You can find out more about the circular economy from Doughnut Economics, by Kate Raworth, who describes herself as a renegade economist.

Woodlands
for Life
www.zerocarbonharrogate.org.uk
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I want to share now more about what I am focusing on with my work for Zero Carbon Harrogate, leading the Natural Climate Solutions group.

Woodlands provide
ecosystem services
upon which all life
relies for sustenance.

www.zerocarbonharrogate.org.uk

There is one key thing I want people to take away with them after listening to me. If you remember more, great, but the key thing is this. Woodlands are a critical feature of ecosystems services, services on which all life is reliant for sustenance.
One of the four vital things ecosystems do for the biosphere, and all the life within it, is to provide regulation services, for things like carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, water, keeping them in the right amounts and in the right places. And ecosystems are endlessly breaking down and recycling matter with energy
ultimately derived from the sun. Turning matter into nutrients again, for sustaining life. And they help to control pests and diseases. We weaken ecosystem services at our peril. If they are weakened they will not be able to perform well and provide effective services to life. Biodiversity underpins the
strength and resilience of ecosystems.

A lovely part of the
country threatened by
clouds on the
horizon...
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Whether you have lived in Harrogate District all your life, or, like me, have settled here from further afield, I think we all realise that we are very fortunate to live in what is a particularly lovely part of Britain, and one that is relatively sparsely populated in comparison to other parts of the country. But
there are some clouds on the horizon.

A climate
emergency...
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There is the climate crisis, the result of the atmosphere being used as an open sewer for the global warming gases from burning fossil fuels on a massive scale. We are hearing much more about all this in the news, and I’m sure that you have also been hearing about the School strikes for climate, and the
protests by Extinction Rebellion. More and more news about the environment is like taking a walk through the Book of Revelation. In late November 2019 the UN’s IPCC warned that carbon emissions are still rising, and at the current rate we are headed for over 3 degrees warming, from pre-industrial levels,
by the end of this century. The IPCC’s scientists have recommended that we not exceed 1.5 degrees.
The fact is the world is transitioning off of fossil fuels. It just needs to happen a whole lot faster.
The carbon emissions into the atmosphere are like throwing more duvets on the bed, causing a heat imbalance, more heat being retained than is being radiated back out into space. The problem is the rate of emissions, faster than Earth systems can metabolise the carbon back into the landscape. Most of
the excess heat goes into the world’s oceans, which in turn are the drivers for the planet’s weather systems. Hence, the more extreme weather events we are seeing, as well as the warming, and the droughts, wildfires, flooding, extreme hurricanes, and sea level rise from melting glaciers and ice caps. The
ways we have used and managed land, and the temperature and weather changes are also affecting many species, through habitat loss, driving many to extinction.

An accelerating
depletion of
nature...
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Which leads to me to the other crisis, something very many will not be aware of because it has been centuries in the making. It may surprise you to learn that we live in one of the most nature depleted landscapes in the world. It has happened because of long standing historic reasons, though it is now
accelerating. Much of that acceleration is due to the climate crisis.

...result in twin
crises
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The two crises are linked. They feed off each other.

“Nature is
slipping away
from these
islands; slowly,
steadily,
inexorably, field,
by field, dyke by
dyke.”

I can highly recommend this book, and anything written by Mark Cocker. It was quite a disturbing read in many ways, but hopeful too, because there are ways out of the twin crises.

Reforestation is
an effective way
of addressing
this twin crises.

The Northern Forest
project will bring
many benefits to our
district.
www.zerocarbonharrogate.org.uk

Making our ecosystems resilient again is one of the paths out, and reforestation is in the palette of measures. There are others as well, but these are the benefits that increased woodland cover will bring:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improved air, soil and water quality.
Reduce the risk of floods, by making ground more permeable and slowing the flow.
Creation of habitats for biodiversity.
Locking up the carbon in global warming gases such as carbon dioxide.
A stronger economy and job creation from growing timber, a renewable resource, as well as providing an improved environment to attract businesses and investment.
Improved physical and mental health and wellbeing, from greater access to green spaces.

The Northern Forest project was announced in the spring of 2018. It is a partnership of existing community forests, the Woodland Trust and the government. Its aim is to increase woodland cover by at least one third within the area defined by the Northern Forest. Harrogate District sits centrally within the
White Rose Forest, which has the biggest footprint of the community forests making up the Northern Forest.

Here are some key statistics from Forest Research regarding the UK’s woodland cover, and its place as the 2nd biggest importer of timber in the world. In addition to the environmental arguments for increasing woodland cover, there is also a clear economic case for increasing woodland cover. The demand
for timber will increase, as it is utilised and more in building construction.

Natural Climate Solutions

Woodland Creation Conference, June
2018
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The medium term ambition, 2035, my hope and my aim for our place: extensive reforestation and re-wilding; the peatlands in the uplands more resilient; and a new relationship between people and the landscape and its ecosystems on which we are utterly reliant for sustaining us. With our help, our part of
the biosphere will be well on its way in healing itself. Underpinning the strength and resilience of ecosystems is biodiversity. I cannot predict if it will definitely happen, but it needs to and it is certainly something I am trying to help along with my Natural Climate Solutions group, and more widely through
Zero Carbon Harrogate.

Zero Carbon Harrogate
Dedicated to making the Harrogate District net zero
carbon in order to secure a sustainable future.
www.zerocarbonharrogate.org.uk
www.twitter.com/ZeroCHarrogate
www.facebook.com/zerocarbonharrogate
www.instagram.com/zero_carbon_harrogate

Zero Carbon Harrogate’s public face, on the web, and social media. We have an active events programme, join our mailing list, perhaps become a member, and if you want to help there is something you can probably do.

