Housekeeping: Intro, me, I am a volunteer with Christian Aid associated with St Peter's; before commencing there are some housekeeping matters to share; fire alarm; toilets; there will be a break after the
first part of this evening; please turn mobile phones oﬀ, or put them on to silent mode; I now hand over to one of St Peter’s clergy, Sue Pearce to lead us with an opening prayer.
Opening prayer; back to me.
It's great to see so many of you here tonight. Christian Aid has been working for over 70 years helping communities in the developing world to haul themselves out of poverty, by addressing the causes and
eﬀects of that poverty. Thank you for your donations. Your donations this evening are needed to cover the film’s licence fee of £95, and the venue hire fee of £50. Any surplus will go to help Christian Aid
projects.

Most people have an awareness of climate change and we have been hearing a lot more about it the last couple of weeks, because of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change which
concluded its conference in Paris today. The agreements reached are the best Christmas present the nations of the world could give to themselves. The road ahead will be long, and hard, but at least we are
nudging towards a better trajectory.
Climate change is happening now, and in many ways the people of developing world are feeling the eﬀects before us in the developed world, and disproportionately. They are less equipped than us to adapt,
and, moreover, are the least to blame for the climate change we are experiencing from fossil fuel emissions. They need our help.
Environmental scientists have been raising our awareness. NGOs, secular and faith based, governments, citizens, we all have a part to play.
The causes and eﬀects of climate change have become one of Christian Aid’s top priorities. They are simply responding, as they have always have, to the causes and eﬀects of poverty. What have fossil fuels
to do with poverty? We will find out more about that from the film we will be watching shortly, and from the Christian Aid representative here tonight.

My journey to awareness of the dangers of climate change have come from sources like these. Dr James Hansen’s journey from environmental scientist with NASA to climate change activist is compelling.He
starts his TED talk with “What would you do if you knew what I know?” The observations and recommendations of Stern Review published in 2006 are even more relevant today. Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient
Truth”, which I expect many of you will have seen, is also quite an education. Gore states that political will is a renewable resource. It might sound like a politician's cliché but there is a lot of truth in that
statement, and I will come back to that in a moment.

This is our home. The biosphere, the skin of the Earth, is the life support system we share with all living things. The atmosphere is the outermost part of the biosphere, has no international boundaries, and is
held in common by all. Or rather, it should be. The industrialised, developed world, perhaps 20% of the world population, have been mostly responsible for the fossil fuel emissions in to the atmosphere that
are the main factor driving global warming.
The Industrial Revolution began in the British Isles, our nation, right there on the Prime Meridian, in northern Europe.

You might be thinking “what good can I possibly do in the face of such a huge problem?” In fact there is a lot we can do, individually, in our communities, and by collective action. Between 1939 to 45 this
nation fought, and won, with its allies, a just war against an inhumane ideology. A mass realisation of a threat to civilisation, and then working together to achieve a better future. Out of that conflict came
things like the United Nations, and the Nuremberg Principles, that have been the basis of international law since the end of WW2. And to top it oﬀ, this country, in the years just after WW2, when it was broke,
invented the welfare state, with institutions we cherish, such as the National Health Service. The time was right, and the political will was there. If we can do that when we were broke, what are we capable of
when we are rich?

Perhaps an even better example from history are the abolitions of the slave trade and slavery. Some people and businesses of this country profited hugely, in material terms, from slavery. Slavery was a major
factor in the growth of the British Empire. But Britain also led the way in slavery's abolition. The main impetus for the abolition movement did not come from vested interests, or politics, however. It happened
in places like this. With ordinary people like us. Who, when they learned of the horrors and inhumanity of the slave trade, reacted, and supported the abolitionist leaders in the call for change. Eventually the
politicians had to listen. There was the realisation that this was something that transcended politics and economics. It was a moral issue. The causes and eﬀects of climate change, they too are a moral issue,
as well as existential. Collective action can bring about big shifts. Political will is a renewable resource.
In a moment we will be watching “This Changes Everything: Capitalism versus the Climate”, a film version of Naomi Klein’s book, which I hope you will read if you have not done so already. After that there will
be a break for refreshments, and then Peter Wright, representing Christian Aid, will share more with us about their Big Shift Campaign. After Peter, there is an opportunity for questions and discussion chaired
by Jemima Parker, who is the Environmental Oﬃcer for our diocese. We are aiming to conclude for 9:30 with closing prayers led by Sue.

